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Rcvtlon Cards 

1. The following consumer information dates 
pertains to Buchareot* 


through c: rly December c }\ • x\.\ 


’Ration cards exist throughout Rumania for the i’cli^vinp 
Bread 

X oo il £ oobo di tie: 

Clothing, shoes :,?id .hoe reruir: 

Firewood and petroleum 
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3. "Tb.e types of ration cords accorded various categories of citizens are: 


Ration Card A - Miners j 

B - Heavy Workers (mainly In heavy metallurgical 
industries) 

B-i - Heavy Workers (in small plants and factories) 

' ^ ^fVftefiories of employees in the Government's 
rieXci or labor 

D-l - Pensioners and all family members (wives) or ration 

_ _ „^ card j holders in categories A, B, B-l, C and D-l. 

D -2 - Children of ration card holders, from birth to the 
age or 14. 

Thus, rat ion cards ore issued to persons within the Government's field of labor 
and pensioners, and their wives and children. 8 rteld of labor 

G ° Ve T eQt ^ field of }jobor » exceptions, are not 

entitled to any ration cards. The exceptions are: 

(a) Regnant women, from the fifth month of pregnancy until 
delivery. Issued, upon a medical certificate from the 
Circa Saaltara (Dispensary of a city sub-sector) upon which 
the woman depends, Tlpey are granted ration cords for bread, 
sugar, and oil. of edible sunflower seeds* 

i i 

(to) All. mole and female citizens affected with tuberculosis who 
possess a Poverty Certificate — and thu: are indirectly 
authorized to medical attention at their local circa S^ va J*. 

They are issued ration cords for bread and firewood, upon a 
medical certificate from their Circa Sanltora. P 

. 0 f . tbe X at i 0n ***** ia *** ***** is done through the SCotul 

(leople s Board) of the j ralon (city sector) In which they live Ea£h 

month the cords for bread and food commodities have. a different color. 


25X1 X 


bad no ration cards because he was n ot within the 
Government 'a fieid of labor~ ^^^^Mfceld the D-l cards 25X1X 
granted pensioners and their wives; their children held D-2 cards. 

Because they found the quantities of food commodities issued on 

certalTSe^TV^ 1 ^* for their an* because 

certain items missing -rom .'[state Stores are available in Cooperative 

Store s,, they Joined the Gloria Cooperative.. They paid an annual 

fce ? f 100 Lei for the Cooperative Membership Card. As 
g^ril CooK er atorl they had the right to buy at free prices foods 
not available in the State Stores.) 

5. M Tbe following quantities of consumer goods arc loeued on the D-l Ration Cards: 
(®) D-l Car tela dc Paine (Bread Ration Card) 

250 grams of b.'ead per day 

~^-y- ln>en ^ e (Roo d Commodities Card ) - Issued monthly through 
the People's Borad of tjae' ' citizen 1 s ralon. 

. .^ugor: 500 gms per person per month 

, Sunflower seed oils JjiOO decaliters per person per month 
Soap: 250 gms per person every three months (including one cake 
of Chela tolled soap) 

Paste falnoftse (pacta) : 500 gmc per person every three months 

Heat: 150 gms per person per week. 
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(c) D-L Carpet de Venule (Clothing, 2hoes and >~txoe Repair Ration C:>rd ) 

- Issued by the. People's Board of the raion, every six months. 

This particular card is prepared on thick brovn cardboard about 
12 x l6 cbs It, bears the holder's name and surname , precise 
street address , end city sector* It is stamped vith the round 
stomp of the People's Board of the raion. The middle of the 
card has the letter 'A 1 through *L' inclusive. The left side 
gives the numbers '1* through The right upper corner of 

the card, Just over the holder's personal data, has coupons for: 
shoes, repair of shoes and oetraj (white cotton material). 

There axe 3 ^ yvint ^ on each ration card (i e 72 a year). The 
cord further entities the holder to: 

Three meters of metrtj material 

A pair of shoes * the bon de incnltamintc or shoe coupon 
Shoe repair - new soles - at "a Shoemaker's cooperative - 
the bon de reparat incaltaainte (.With a coupon in Dec 53 
a set. of nev sp3.es and heels cost 14 Lei) 

(Sources A and 3 were unable to be precise on the number of 
points needed for various clothing items. # Source B remarked 
vaguely that a prosop (towel) needs six coupons and the 
letters ABC; a fcumuniih bagaa Kerchief needs four coupons and 
the * letter F . They said they had very little money to buy 
anything.) 

(d) D-l Cartels de Legne sc l etrol (Firewood and Petroleum Ration Card) 

- Issued only to the head of a family unit, rcgexdl-e.;j of the number 
of dependents* Issued by the People's Board of the raion. 

3000 Kilos of firewood per annum 
Unknown (to sources) quantity of petroleum 



* 


Tlie firewood and petroleum are distributed through the State , 
Firewood and POL i-upply depots Combust Ibli - which exist in 

every sub-sector of "Bucharest. (In Hov 53 source B renounced 
50 c kilos >f firewood and received In exchange 23 liters of 
petroleum (gaz). : he paid 0.50 band for the petroleum.) 

"The following quantities of consumer goods ore issued on the D-2 ration cards, 
for children: 

(a) P-2 Cartels de laine thread Ration Ctyrd) 


300 gms of bread daily 


) p-2 Cartels dc Alimcnte (Food CoEgBOdltiec Ration Cara) 

i • 

Sugar: 1 kilo per month 

Edible sunf lover seeds and cooking oil: 400 decaliters 
per month 

Soap: 250 gas every three months 

One cake of Chela toilet soap every three monthc, in uddition 
| -- different from the adult ration 

^aste Fainou.se ; 5'JG gms every three months 
Gris (Semolina) : gms x>er month 

Went: 250 gris per week 


(c) D-2 Car tela de Imbrncfeadfitte (Clothiag Ration Care. ) - Issued 

every six months, with hi points per card. The card for 
children io similar to the udult D-l except that It i-; violet 
ilk color* The MctraJ allowance f or . children is eight meters 
per year* 
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Availability aid Prlocs of Fc.od iCOBsnodltico 


7. "The following lists of food cooDOdities indicates the prices -ip l ol^ gf these 
caaaoditioo*vhen cold to ration | card holders in official oU%letcT *£?h!e u ration 
priceo) and in Cooperatives or jin the :tate Ctoroo (free prices) itUHov and 
early Dec- -53 in Bucharest. The (goods issued through Cooperatives cost the came 
as goods on the free market; there Is more frequent distribution of the goods 
vlthln the cooperatives. || 

6. “Bread is on sale 'in the Centre de t ainc (Bread Centers). The bread 
obtainable on ration coupons is also on sale at free prices (naturally 
higher) lathe Centre. j| 


quantity 


Nation Prices-lei Free Prieto -_el 


Black bre.^d (rationed) 1 kilo 

White breed, long loaves, j 

700 gmr» each - j 700 ems 

.3eai -white bread, new 
type on sale early 
Dec 53 in 700 gm Ao aves j 700 gms 
Chifla (sweet bread) one cake 


not available 


not available 
not available 


9. “There are no ration cards for milk . There are no milk distribution centers for 
ordinary citizens, not e^en those within the G6vera*e'nt f s field of labor. All 
distribution of milk ‘takes place through the cooperatlvee ; therefore It la 
available (in Bucharest at lea^ti) only to Cooperative i aeigb q%g« t> , lt ,-. 


Quantity 


Ration Prldes*lei Free Prices-lei 


Milk . 1 liter 

Bapte Batut (‘acidophilus) 1 liter 


not on ration 
Aot on ration 


“There are special centers called Centre Aliaytarc Ac Katlewa^c to serve 
holders of the Food Coraodity Ration Cards* "traere is one such center in each 
city cub-sector cr* Bucharest, where ration card holders oeiy shop with their 
coupons . There are also the CoroOtmcntarc or State Store o for Food Commodities, 
which sell food commodities to anyone, without coupons. Other food commodities 
axe sold through this Cooperatives to CoopewrtlVe aeribers. 


Quantity 


Ration Prices-lei Free Frices-lei 


Butter 

Branzs- do ^aea (cow-ofeecse) 
Branzft de Brr.ila (Bralla 
cheese) 1st quality 
2nd quality 
mantana (cream) 


1 kilo not available 
not available 


kilo not available 

kilo not available 

not available anywhere r* 


Kice 1 kilo 

Cornflour i 1 kilo 

Malal (polenta) ** 1 kilo 

Pork fat | 1 kilo 

Mozuluri (various types 

salumij - "Y X kilo 

Halve (Turkish cundy) , only 
100 gmc sold to a customer 
at a time j 1 kilo 

Bontooanp (candy) 1 kilo 


not available 
not available 
not available 
not available 

not available 


not available 
not available 


r> 

40. 'X) - 50 . 00 

11 . co - ?8.oo 


21.00 

12.00 - 20.00 


OoWFIOBUTIAl 
U 0FB1CIA13 XSfLY 
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Quantity 

Ration Prices-lei 

Free Prices -lei 

Chocolate 

< 

i 

o 

at free prices; not known.-r— 

Cocoa 

1 kilo 

not available 

140*00 

Olives 

1 kilo 

not available 

25*00 

Eggs* through the 




Cooperatives 

each 

0.65 


Eggs, In State Stores 




and markets 

each 

--- 

1.00 - 3.00 

"Meat . is sold instate Butcher Stores 

called Cooccur. Types of meat, available 

only to ration card holders 

, are as follows: 



Quantity 

Ration Pr ices -lei 

Free Priceo-lei 

Beef 




1st quality 

1 kilo 

7.00 

10.00. 

2nd quality 

1 kilo 

5.00 

10.00 

3rd quality 

1 kilo 

3.00 

10.00 

. Fork 




let quality (cotletc)l kilo 

9.00 

1U.00 - 15.00 

2nd quality 

1 kilo. 

7*00 

14.00 - 15.00 

3rd qualify 

1 kilo 

5.00 

J.4.UU - 15.00 

Lento 

1 kilo 

7.00 

10.00 


Tho quality of meat Is determined by the Comcar 1 clerk v fflrtteatogrMBhglnr) * The * 
consumer can*t protest too manybones, etc. There is a certain degree of 
selection for ration card holders, none for buyers at tte free prices* Meat 
sold for free prices Is lumped l«to one quality and. sold as beef or 1 «nfe at the 
fixed price oif 10 lei per kilo. The free prices for pork are higher. There 
are two queubs.la front of any Come or store. In the first queue customers 
are waiting, to have xatlon coupons detached at the cashier 1 s booth. The 
customer bands over the ration card. The cashier detaches the coupons. The 
customer Indicates the quality of meat desired and pays the cashier the 
necessary money — a housewife will be carrying the ration cords of her 
family. Then the customer is given a email piece of paper bearing the stamp 
of the Comcevr on which the cashier has written the quantity and quality of 
meat purchased. The customer lines up In the other queue to collect the moot, 
hands over the slip of paper, watches the meat weighed and Is handed a piece 
of paper -- generally old newspaper — In which to wrap it. The customer 
does the wrapping. Wrapping paper is seldom available in. the meat and food 
comodlty stores. There was a shortage of meat in Bucharest in Dec 53* 

Ration card holders arc not forced to do their shopping in one specific -state 
Store; this has been txm nine* fffgftng 1953* But consumers do stick to one 
store so /that they will be Known and porhapa bother served#* The. clerk. la 
a State Shore may ask a ration card holder to idep.tlfy hfrae olf , prior to 
issue . of rations* - 

12* " Fish Is sold in the Compcscarlo (Fioh Centers). Tfhoro is little variety, 
and the canters are poorly supplied. It is very difficult to obtain crfrja.or 
stlucft n Not available at ration prices. One Kilo cost 6. 30 lei (free 
price) Dec 53* * c * # 

13* "Frulta and vegeta bles ars sold in the ftprozar centers in markets ouch as the 
Obor market. 
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Free Prices -lei 


Ariel (peppers) 

il. 

Varsa (cabbage), scarce 
frog Clock) 
goaoplda (cauliflower) 


1 kilo 



ftr.mre 


1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

(rodleb) 


kilo 
kilo 
kilo 
kilo 
kilo 
1 kilo 


not available on 
ration cards 


Rosll Vcrsl de Karaturl 1 kilo 
(green tomatoes, for 
I pickles) 

gfecla (beetroot) 1 kilo 

eaga (onions), scarce 1 kilo 

i (gar 11 c), scarce 1 kilo 
apples) 1 kilo 

*s) 1 kilo 

prunes) 1 kilo 

1 kilo 


0^5 

if 

0.65 

(forgotten price) 

0^*65 
0 . 1*0 
.25 


following foods were very acorco autuan 1953 I In the State Stores (for free 

at ration prices 


to citizens vlttarat the G o ve n anent *s field of labor rail 
|to tedders of ration cards): Meseluri (salaai), cteeoe, butter., rice and 
Ttese foods were sore easily available in Cooperative^ to 

s« 


0.65 4 

1.00 
2.50 


65 
1I.20 
20 

1. 20 

2 LOO 
1.20 
3.00 



0 Cooperative 



\*Tmrmr* in tbe villsgea around Bucharest bring in products tc all the 
m arket s and sell tbea directly* to cue toners, sometimes at lower prices . 
Tmanmor* also sometimes deliver products directly io a customer 'o boms address. 
Bat Mtersblp in a Cooperative is the only way t6 gain access to scarce 
goods Ittet ore rarely, if at all, districted to the ordinary dtlaen. 

j 1 -ifi r I | . 

"Owe liter of vine cost k .50 - 25.00 lei (only at free prices) in late 1953 . 


2.00 Lei. A 


-™ a eon's boircut in a Barber's Cooperative cost 
■a electric permment wave cost 30 lei." 


- end - 

! 

a <i: COi-to 


1 27 * 73 
784.3 

781.11 
052 . 1 


6om 

6om 

6om 

6om 
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